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Land Acknowledgment

I would like to acknowledge this sacred 
land on which the University of 
Toronto is located. It has been the site 
of human activity for over 15,000 
years. This land is the territory of the 
Huron-Wendat and Petun First 
Nations, the Seneca and Mississaugas 
of the Credit River. 

Today, I am grateful to be able to stand 
here and teach on this land.
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What concerns 
you the MOST 

about GenAI use 
in language 
teaching?

What 
assessment 

changes have 
you made to 

limit GenAI use?

Preliminary Discussion



Goals

Explain the current capabilities and limitations of GenAI in language teaching and learning.

Compare examples of AI-assisted and non-AI assisted approaches in language courses.

Explore what happened in 2025 and examine the tools that may be most useful for 2026.





How can we engage our students in a 

conversation about AI?

Clarify the ethical framework

Establish expectations and ethical guidelines.

Present strengths and limitations

Show students the advantages and limits of these 

tools, especially in the language classroom. 

Monash University

Support practice (trial & error)

Guide students in concrete, hands-on use of the 

tools. 

Stimulation critical reflection

Encourage reflection on students’ experiences using 

AI tools and their implications. 

https://www.monash.edu/learning-teaching/teachhq/Teaching-practices/artificial-intelligence/communication-with-students


Slide shared from Dre. Weaver’s June 13th, 2025, webinar entitled “With a Little Help from My Friend AI: Teaching AI 
Disclosure Through Application of the Artificial Intelligence Disclosure (AID) Framework”.



Share your opinion…
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Do you view AI as

a challenge 

OR

an opportunity 

when teaching languages? 



What factors or reasons influence some language instructors’ 
decisions to not use or authorize AI?

Lack of accessible information and training

Limited access (and time!) to reliable guidance and training on available tools and their concrete 

pedagogical applications. 

Fear of misuse

Legitimate concerns about uncontrolled uses of AI and the unforeseen consequences for learning.

Lack of suitable tools

Difficulty finding solutions that are genuinely relevant to the specific pedagogical contexts of language 

instruction.

Unauthorized Use (Without AI)



AIAS Assessment Scale
(Leon Furze)

A conceptual framework for evaluating and advancing 
the integration of AI in teaching.
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Two-Lane Approach to 

Assessment
(Danny Liu et al.)

A model with two parallel pathways: 
• Lane #1 : Reduce dependence on AI
• Lane#2 : integrate AI in an ethical and pedagogically 

meaningful way





Table 1 (Bridgeman et al. 2024)

Two-Lane 

Approach to 

Assessment

https://educational-innovation.sydney.edu.au/teaching@sydney/program-level-assessment-two-lane/


No AI → Full AI use 
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No AI Use

Plan an assignment or activity where no AI 
tools are permitted at any stage.

Language Learner : Develops foundational 
skills that require independent work. 

Engage in a spontaneous paired conversation 
by improvising a dialogue on an unexpected 
topic (e.g., Ask for directions in an unfamiliar 
city).

This requires authentic interaction, after which 
they can be asked to share how the experience 
went. 

Digital Education Council (DEC)

https://www.digitaleducationcouncil.com/post/the-next-era-of-assessment-a-global-review-of-ai-in-assessment-design
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Minimal → Moderate → Advanced AI Use

Automatic generation of language activities –

adjusted to each learner’s profile, needs, and specific 

interests. 

You can design more personalized exercises to 

incorporate the Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 

model into your pedagogical practices.

Creation of simulated conversations

Use a conversation agent (chatbot) such as Contact 

North or Cogniti, allowing learners to practice 

authentic communication situations adapted to 

their level.  

Afterward, they can compare this AI experience 

with a human conversation and reflect on the 

differences between the two. 

Go even further…

• Integrate AI tutors to provide immersive oral 

practice with instant feedback, available 24/7. 

Digital Education Council (DEC)

Occasional use of automatic correction tools 
such as DeepL or Grammarly to check grammar 
and improve the linguistic quality of teaching 
materials.

The focus of assessment is on content, creativity, 
and critical thinking rather than form.

https://teaching.utoronto.ca/teaching-uoft-udl/udl-programming/udl-conversations/assessment-design/
https://www.aitutorpro.ca/
https://www.aitutorpro.ca/
https://cogniti.ai/
https://www.digitaleducationcouncil.com/post/the-next-era-of-assessment-a-global-review-of-ai-in-assessment-design


Full AI Use

Complete AI course designed to include 
content, activities, and adaptive assessments 
that can dynamically be adjusted to each 
learner’s progress. 

Future idea : an AI-piloted course

Several instructors envision virtual linguistic 
immersion. One could develop a VR 
environment with AI assistants enabling real-
time interaction in authentic cultural contexts.

Example from Bella Ginzbursky-Blum and 
Michael Blum – follow the directions provided 
by your partner to locate a building in 
Moscow. 
William & Mary Studio for Teaching & Learning 
Innovation - VR Collaborative & VR Lab

Digital Education Council (DEC)

https://stli.wm.edu/vr-collaborative/
https://stli.wm.edu/vr-collaborative/
https://stli.wm.edu/vr-collaborative/
https://stli.wm.edu/vr-collaborative/
https://www.digitaleducationcouncil.com/post/the-next-era-of-assessment-a-global-review-of-ai-in-assessment-design


RESOURCES FROM CTSI
Institutional Guidance & Divisional Resources

• AI Task Force Report
• Generative Artificial Intelligence in the 

Classroom FAQ’s
• U of T AI Roundups
• GenAI Literacy OER Course Modules Initiative

CTSI & Library Resources

• Teaching with GenAI
• Course Design Foundations
• UTL AI Literacy Framework
• Citing AI
• Image research 
• Copyright considerations

Institutionally-approved Tools 

• Microsoft Copilot Chat 
• Microsoft 365 Copilot ($)
• ChatGPT Edu ($)
• Cogniti AI Virtual Tutors
• Contact North
• Claude for Education (complete EOI first)

https://teaching.utoronto.ca/teaching-uoft-genai/genai-tools/content-cleaning/


Aspenlieder, E., & Fulmer, S. (2025). AI Playbook for Teaching and Learning Leaders: A Community Guide. University of Guelph. 
https://books.lib.uoguelph.ca/aiplaybook/

Bridgeman, A., Liu, D., & Weeks, R. (2024, September 12). Program level assessment design and the two-lane approach. 
Teaching@Sydney. 
https://educational-innovation.sydney.edu.au/teaching@sydney/program-level-assessment-two-lane/

Furze, L. (2024, August 28). Updating the AI Assessment Scale. https://leonfurze.com/2024/08/28/updating-the-ai-assessment-scale/
Recommended reading: Free eBook: Teaching AI Writing

Liu, D., & Bridgeman, A. (2023, July 12). What to do about assessments if we can’t out-design or out-run AI? Teaching@Sydney. 
https://educational-innovation.sydney.edu.au/teaching@sydney/what-to-do-about-assessments-if-we-cant-out-design-or-out-run-ai/

Saha, S., & Feizi, S. (2025). Almost AI, Almost Human: The Challenge of Detecting AI-Polished Writing. Annual Meeting of the Association 
for Computational Linguistics. 
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Almost-AI%2C-Almost-Human%3A-The-Challenge-of-Detecting-Saha-Feizi/
61cf8c379a4c4bf1237e31cf1fc1c0b2ff43a45a?utm_source=direct_link

Sheldon, V. (2025, Oct. 21). Adapting Assessments with Generative AI in Mind. Webinar presented by the Centre for Teaching Support 
& Innovation (CTSI).

Weaver, K. D. (2025, June 13). With a Little Help from My Friend AI: Teaching AI Disclosure Through Application of the Artificial Intelligence 
Disclosure (AID) Framework. Webinar presented by the Ontario Council of University Libraries (OCUL).
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Sophia Bello

sophia.bello@utoronto.ca

French Teaching Support & Planning (exclusively for the Dept. of French)

AI-related blog and material - profbello.com
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